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As we come off of the MLK holiday, we turn 
our attention to kindness.  Kindness is often 
overlooked, something frequently taken for 
granted rather than intentionally cultivated 
and encouraged.  We hear about “random 
acts of kindness,” but seldom about 
intentional acts of kindness.  The Cardiff 
School District will celebrate Kindness 
Week the last week in January (next week), 
but we hope that kindness is an everyday 
practice for each of us...and all our 
students!  After learning about the important 
work of Martin Luther King, Jr. last week 
and young people stepping up to make a 
difference in their communities and the 
world, we will be making decisions about 
how to amplify kindness in our community. 
Stay tuned for more details! 
 
We did some research on our next artist, 
Katsushika Hokusai.  We learned that this 
artist came from Tokyo, Japan.  He is best 
known for his 36 views of Mount Fuji.  We 
found it interesting that he would create 
woodblock prints and then create paintings 
from the prints.   A few months ago, we read 
the book Pete and Pickles by Berkeley 
Breathed.  After learning about Hokusai, we 
re-read the book again.  The class 
collectively gasped when they noticed that a 
Hokusai painting was hanging on the wall in

 
the illustration in the picture book!  Students 

were so excited to see a portrayal of the 
Great Wave painting in this story!  
 
Mr. Leach, our technology expert, came in 
last week to do some more computer coding 
with our class.  We had a great time coding 
dance moves to various animals and 
creating little videos.  It truly is impressive 
how proficient your children  are at 
computer coding! 

 
In math this week, we brushed up on telling 
time on the old fashioned analog clock.  We 
reviewed the hour, minute, and second 
hands on the clock.  We also worked on 
elapsed time.  This is something you can 
practice anytime you happen to come 
across an analog clock! 
 
Don’t forget to keep turning in those reading 
logs.  Your children know where they are in 
our classroom! 

 

"A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and make new 
trees." -Amelia Earhart 
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